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Federal Communications Commission § 80.481 

the system’s composite interference 
contour over water only (disregarding 
uninhabited islands) must, at least 15 
days before the station is put into op-
eration, give written notice to the tele-
vision stations which may be affected 
of the proposed station’s technical 
characteristics, the date it will be put 
into operation, and the licensee’s rep-
resentative (name and phone number) 
to contact in the event a television sta-
tion experiences interference. No prior 
FCC authorization is required to con-
struct and operate such a station, but, 
at the time the station is added, the 
AMTS licensee must make a record of 
the technical and administrative infor-
mation concerning the station and, 
upon request, supply such information 
to the FCC. In addition, when the sta-
tion is added, the AMTS licensee must 
send notification of the station’s loca-
tion to the American Radio Relay 
League, Inc., 225 Main Street, 
Newington, CT 06111–1494, and Inter-
active Systems, Inc., Suite 1103, 1601 
North Kent Street, Arlington, VA 
22209. 

(c) In lieu of public correspondence 
service an AMTS system may provide 
private coast station communications 
related to the operational require-
ments of ships including transmissions 
of fuel, weather, position and supply 
reports. However, such communica-
tions may be provided only to ship sta-
tions whose licensees make cooperative 
arrangements with the AMTS coast 
station licensees. In emergency and 
distress situations, services must be 
provided without prior arrangements. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52 
FR 35245, Sept. 18, 1987; 56 FR 3783, Jan. 31, 
1991; 65 FR 77826, Dec. 13, 2000; 67 FR 48567, 
July 25, 2002; 69 FR 19948, Apr. 15, 2004] 

§ 80.477 AMTS points of communica-
tion. 

(a) AMTS coast stations may com-
municate with fixed platform stations 
located in the offshore waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico, with ship stations, and 
with land units in accordance with 
§ 80.123. 

(b) AMTS licensees in the offshore 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico may use 
AMTS coast and ship station fre-
quencies on a secondary basis for fixed 

service communications to support off-
shore AMTS operations. 

(c) AMTS service may be provided to 
any vessel within communication serv-
ice range of an AMTS station even 
though the vessel may not be operating 
within the confines of a served water-
way. 

(d) AMTS licensees may use AMTS 
coast and ship frequencies on a sec-
ondary basis for fixed service commu-
nications to support AMTS deployment 
in remote fixed locations at which 
other communications facilities are 
not available. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52 
FR 35245, Sept. 18, 1987; 62 FR 40307, July 28, 
1997; 65 FR 77827, Dec. 13, 2000] 

§ 80.479 Assignment and use of fre-
quencies for AMTS. 

(a) The frequencies assignable to 
AMTS stations are listed in subpart H 
of this part. These frequencies are as-
signable to ship and public coast sta-
tions for public correspondence com-
munications. 

(b) The transmissions from a station 
of an AMTS geographic area licensee 
may not exceed a predicted 38 dBu field 
strength at the geographic area border, 
unless all affected co-channel geo-
graphic area licensees agree to the 
higher field strength. The predicted 38 
dBu field strength is calculated using 
the F(50, 50) field strength chart for 
Channels 7 through 13 in § 73.699 (Fig. 
10) of this chapter, with a 9 dB correc-
tion factor for antenna height differen-
tial. Geographic area licensees must 
coordinate to minimize interference at 
or near their geographic area borders, 
and must cooperate to resolve any in-
stances of interference in accordance 
with the provisions of § 80.70(a). 

(c) AMTS frequencies may be used 
for mobile-to-mobile communications 
if written consent is obtained from all 
affected licensees. 

[67 FR 48567, July 25, 2002] 

§ 80.481 Alternative technical param-
eters for AMTS transmitters. 

In lieu of the technical parameters 
set forth in this part, AMTS transmit-
ters may utilize any modulation or 
channelization scheme so long as emis-
sions are attenuated in accordance 
with § 80.211 at the band edges of each 
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